H.                    IDEALS FOR SOCIETY                  log

2 % There is however a small proportion of Paci-
fists who profess that their disregard of the
duties of citizenship is based on religious grounds.
They hold that the pacifist ideal of Society, for
which they contend, is Christian and they claim to
be really in earnest about following the Prince of
Peace, and in desiring to promote the coming of.
His Kingdom. But this claim is hardly justified;
for while Pacifism lays great stress on the hopes of
Christianity for Society, it shows no appreciation of
Christianity as a spiritual power in the lives of men
personally.

There is a curious contrast between modern Paci-
fism, and the doctrine of Christ Himself, as set
before us in the Gospels. He took the Mosaic in-
junction against killing, and interpreted it, not as
a maxim condemning wars between nations, but as
a personal warning against hatred and vindictive-
ness. He holds out hopes of a new Earth, which will
be broughf about by loyal acceptance of Him as
Master; but His parables about the growth of that
kingdom always represent its progress as gradual,
and give no encouragement to the pacifist conten-
tion that this ideal for Society will prove so gener-
ally attractive as to realise itself in the world. It is
not clear in the Gospels that our Lord ever laid
down maxims for the government of the kingdoms
of this world, or promulgated any regulations for
secular societies; He set forth an example of per-
sonal life to those that received Him.